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(54) NETWORK SYSTEM OF IMAGE FORMING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a network 
system of an image forming device capable of shortening 
a copying time and enhancing the productivity, the use 
efficiency of the system. 

SOLUTION: Plural digital copying devices A, B are 
connected with a network system of an image forming 
device through a communication means to communicate 
an operation command, a state, image information, etc. 
In the case of printing and outputting image data read by 
an operation machine by sharing the image data with 
another connected machine and, when the connected 
machine is under printing, the connected machine with 
the least number of remaining pages to be printed is 
selected and made to execute a printing operation by 
system controllers 1 1 1 of the digital copying machines. 
In addition, a time required for printing is calculated from 
the number of remaining pages to be printed and the 
sheet size, the connected machine with the least 
required time is selected and made to execute the 
printing operation. 
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